Goshen county
is leading
the way

By Mary Angeil
Business Report Correspondent

“Goshen County is bucking the trend
a bit with respect to the economy,” Tom
Johnson, Southeast Region director of
the Wyoming Business Council, recently
told the Wyoming Business Report.

The construction of the new state
prison as well as other community and
private projects have had a tremendous
impact on Goshen County’s economy,
according to the executive director of the
Goshen County Economic Development
Corporation, Lisa E. Johnson,

The Wyoming Medium Correctional
Institution has brought new growth to
Torrington, and the town is struggling to
add housing for its workforce.

“We just did a housing study. There
are a healthy number of homes on the
market for a variety of prices, but the
real need is for rentals. The rental market
is very tight,” said Lisa Johnson, who
added there are developers inferested in
building in the area.

Other developments on the horizon
hold great promise for Goshen County’s
economy, including a growing interest in
horizontal drilling for oil and gas.

“There’s already been a lot of income
to property owners leasing for explo-
ration,” Lisa Johnson said. “We believe
that phase is almost complete, and the
drilling will start in the near future.”

Construction is expected to begin in
October on a $3 million, 60,000-square-
foot building to: house - Schlegel
Manufacturing, a builder of farm equip-
ment, in a new industrial park south of
Torrington. The 66-acre industrial park
will be developed into lots for an addi-
tional five companies.

Torrington has also benefitted from
other public and private construction
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LOOKING FORWARD — Cheyenne's historic downtown is looking ahead to new economic growth throughout southeast Wyoming as development and diversifi-

cation continue. .

projects. Within the last c’ouple of years,

Torrington Community Hospital com- -

pleted a $4 million expansion of its
emergency room and outpatient servic-
es. One bank ini town completed signif-
icant remodeling, and another new bank
was built.

In LaGrange, a former high school
has been renovated into the LaGrange
Heritage Square, a business and recre-
ation center that will serve a variety of
functions, from office rental space, a
museum, a library, and an Eastern
Wyoming College outreach classroom to
a fitness center.

Cheyenne holding up
Having just celebrated thé ground
breaking of the National Center for

Atmospheric Research supercomputing
center west of Cheyenne, Randy Bruns,
the executive director of Cheyenne
LEADS, Laramie County’s economic
development: organization, is pretty
upbeat about the future of the county’s
economy.

“We're holding our own,” Bruns said.
“It’s tough because of government cut-
backs. I think payroll was down last year
in Cheyenne, and overall, that impact of
that has been rippling through the econ-
omy. But the downturn has sort of
caught up with us”

The recent start up of American
Airlines’ nonstop flights from Cheyenne
to Dallas/Fort Worth will have a positive
impact on Cheyenne’s economy, Bruns
said. (Seerelated story page 11.)

He also noted that Wal-Mart is
adding another 100 jobs at its distribu-
“tion center west of town, and Laramie
County’s potential for gas and oil devel-
opment will also help in its recovery
from the downturn. .

See SOUTHEAST, 19
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